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Weapons fuel narco-
violence along the
border and in the
interior of Mexico.
ATF collaborates with
Mexico to deny
criminals access to
illegal firearms.

[ |
Firearms trafficking
associated with crime
— guns encountered
along the U.S.-Mexico

border —is a top
priority for all ATF
Field Divisions.

[ |
The U.S. and Mexico
seek innovative
solutions on
information sharing
that respect each
country’s sovereignty
and that comply with
our respective
constitutions and
statutes.

U.S. - Mexico At a Glance

Combating lllicit Firearms

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives (ATF)
estimates that 90% of the firearms recovered from crime scenes in
Mexico originated in the United States. The principal objective of
ATF’s illegal firearms trafficking enforcement actions is to deny
criminals access to firearms and reduce violence levels by
decreasing the availability of illicit firearms.

ATF works closely with the government of Mexico to provide
technical cooperation, training and assistance to fight this influx of
weapons. Both nations have agreed that ATF will:

m Work to secure $1.2 million to develop an explosives and firearms
detection canine facility and provide enhanced training to detect
firearms shipments inside Mexico.

m Provide technical assistance to forensics personnel at Mexico’s
National Forensics Laboratory, as well as recommend improved
technology and procedures.

m Implement eTrace (a firearms tracing system) nationwide allowing
each state to obtain trace data from firearms recovered within its
geographic jurisdiction. ATF has traced more than 62,000 firearms
seized in Mexico since 1996 using eTrace. Firearms tracing helps
identify firearms straw purchasers, traffickers and trafficking networks
and patterns, thus allowing law enforcement to target and dismantle
the infrastructure supplying firearms to drug trafficking organizations in
Mexico.
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