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 High Level Merida Initiative Consultative Group:  The annual high level meeting was held in 
Mexico City on March 23.  The US delegation, led by Secretary Clinton and featuring Secretary of 
Defense Gates, JCS Chairman Mullen, DHS Secretary Napolitano, ONDCP Director Kerlikoswske and 
DNI Blair, discussed the way forward on the Merida Initiative with a corresponding GOM delegation.  
The delegation, except Gates and Mullen who had to depart, met with President Calderon before returning 
to Washington. 

                                       Ambassador Pasqual, Secretary Clinton, Secretary Espinosa and Ambassador Sarukhan 

 
• Culture of Lawfulness:  Nuevo Leon state government and Monterrey Tech University are 

completing an assessment of opportunities and techniques for increasing citizen support for the 
rule of law in the Monterrey Metropolitan Area.  The assessment grew from a December 
conference in Washington organized by the Culture of Lawfulness Project for government and 
private sector leaders in the Monterrey Metropolitan Area. 
 

• NAS-DOS partner National Strategy Center (NSIC) held the first of a series of introductory 
seminars on Culture of Lawfulness for government and NGO managers. Thirty members of 
Mexican federal government agencies and local NGOs attended the course, which focused on 
basic Culture of Lawfulness concepts and how they can contribute to foster within their 
organizations. NSIC local partner Mexico Unido contra la Delincuencia (Mexico United Against 
Crime) presented its activities and programs, and offered to support any organization in the 
implementation of CoL training.  
 

Trafficking in  



• CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM TRAINING: The National Institute of Criminal Science INACIPE 
continued its year-long program to train the legal community on Mexico´s recently enacted 
criminal law reforms. INACIPE instructors conducted three courses on the New Legal Framework 
of Drug Trafficking (Colima, Colima), Introduction to Oral Advocacy Skills (Mérida, Yucatán), and 
New Prosecution Roles (Culiacán, Sinaloa). Members of the state police, judges and prosecutors, 
as well as lawyers, teachers and researchers attended.  
   

• SCT – Satellite Communications: The contractor delivered the technical assessment, on 
schedule, Monday March 22, 2010. The NAS has until April 7 to review the report and comment 
to the contractor who must reply by April 22.  Once there is an agreed upon assessment of the 
satellite communication needs, the contract will begin acquiring the specified satellite radio 
communications – expected to occur in May 2010.  
 

• Justice Reform and Witness Protection: A video conference was held between DOJ RLA and the 
PGR SIEDO regarding Mexico’s witness protection needs.    PGR SIEDO informed the DOJ RLA in 
Mexico that the Mexican Attorney General has approved the publishing of written guidelines 
that deal directly with the protection of cooperating witnesses, a first for Mexico.  SIEDO and 
OPDAT have agreed to future video conferences to address a myriad of topics regarding witness 
protection.  
      

• Funding:  As of March 25, there is a total of $405,426,425 actively supporting Merida projects 
distributed as follows: 

 
 
 
 

 

MERIDA FUNDING Allotted 
Total Commitments / 

Sub Obligations 

FY 08 INCLE Projects 
            
255,339,500  

                   
179,705,617  

FY 09 INCLE Supp UH-60 
               
76,500,000  

                     
76,500,000  

FY 08 ESF 
               
20,000,000  

                     
20,000,000  

FY 08 FMF 
            
116,500,000  

                   
116,500,000  

Total PD&S (FYs 08-10) 
               
12,782,632  

                     
12,720,808  

Grand Total 
            
481,122,132  

  
                 405,426,425  


