Inciativa  Mérida

Un nuevo paradigma para la cooperación bilateral


Joint Declaration on Equipment, Technology and Training Transfers

within the Framework of the Merida Initiative

1. Within the Merida Initiative, the U.S. and Mexico cooperate to combat transnational organized crime.  The Merida Initiative complements the domestic efforts that each country carries out by its own means.   

It is based on the Agreement on Cooperation to Combat Drug Trafficking and Drug Addiction signed by Mexico and the United States on February 23, 1989, which is also the basis for the October 22, 2007 joint declaration.

In addition, the Initiative is supported by a successful history of bilateral cooperation against transnational organized crime and by the principles of shared responsibility, mutual trust, and respect for each country’s jurisdiction and sovereignty.

2. The Merida Initiative includes the transfer of equipment, technology and training to strengthen Mexico’s capacity to fight transnational organized crime.

The US Government presented a three-year budget proposal of 1.4 billion dollars to its Congress to finance those transfers.

On June 30th, 2008, the US President signed into law legislation approving the first tranche of this financing, to total 400 million dollars for FY 2008.

This legislation also mandates that financing be disbursed through three existing budgetary sources for international cooperation: 263.5 million dollars from International Narcotics Control and Law Enforcement funds (INCLE), 116.5 million dollars from a fund for international military cooperation (FMF), and 20 million dollars from a fund to promote development (ESF).

3. The use of the resources will be authorized through different instruments which will vary according to the nature of the transfer. The first of these instruments is an inter-agency Letter of Agreement (LOA) which supports equipment, technology and training transfer programs equivalent to 197,175 million dollars.

These transfers include non-intrusive inspection equipment; hardware and software for data processing, networking and interoperability; telecommunications; vetting and diverse investigative techniques; canine teams for illicit substance and materials detection; relevant training to guarantee that Mexican personnel can effectively operate all equipment and technology.

4. As legal requirements are met and the terms for additional transfers are agreed to, further information will be provided on specific details of the implementation processes corresponding to the approved supplemental for FY2008.  
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